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A Study on the Actual Condition of Environmental Impact Assessment Councils
~For Local Governments and Ordinance-Designated City ~
Yasuhiro Fujii

1. Background
EIA councils are shouldering important roles that investigate and deliberate about contents of EIA
and so on from neutrality and scientific viewpoint.

That is to say the existences of EIA councils are concerned with EIA systems in municipalities.

2. Purpose
Grasp the actual condition of EIA councils in municipalities and demonstrate administrative
problems.

3. Method
3-1 Target of Investigation
Target at 56 groups that enforce EIA regulations and there is industry of regulations target in local
governments and ordinance-designated city.
3-2 Analytic method
Analyze contents that are provided based on the documents about administration of EIA councils,

and analyze the actual condition based on investigation by questionnaires and hearing.

4. Conclusion
Technical guide, Scoping document, Draft Environmental Impact Statement are said to be
especially important. Therefore almost all the municipalities consult EIA councils, while a part
of the municipalities don’t consult it. But it is necessary that 3 points of the previous
description are deliberated by EIA councils from neutrality and scientific viewpoint, so it is
necessary to improve this point.
There are 4 groups tend not to visit the field at both grades of Scoping document and DEIS. But
it is necessary to visit the field as soon as possible and let deliberation reflect for performing
EIA effectively, so it is necessary to improve this point.
It is necessary to improve 4 groups doesn’t release councils and records, and announcement on
the homepage. It is necessary to familiarize release and announcement for deliberating just and
transparent.
There are a lot of municipalities aren’t elected expert in EIA, the persons take charge of EIA

bring this point into question. It is necessary to improve perspective of synthetically check EIA.
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