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A research about the transition of the environmental division bureau
in the administration for prefectures

1 The background

Environment Agency set up in 1971 is the start
from the department that handles the environment
in Japan. It is promoted to the Ministry of the
Environment in the restructuring of government
ministries and agencies in 2001, and it keeps being
reedited in a more detailed organization.

An administrative section that handles the
environment exists also in each administrative
divisions and cities, towns, and villages. And these
have been reorganized in conformity with the age.

In a word, it is thought that the direction for
which tracks and the administration to correspond
to environmental problems that change face
through the age start heading appears in the
transition of the environment division bureau.

2 The purpose and significance

The purpose of this research is to clarify the
transition of the organization of the environment
division bureau in the administration for all
prefectures and to investigate a background the
details and at that time about some the features
from among the transition. And to consider the
feature from the above-mentioned two points to the
environment division bureau.

The significance of this research becomes a
reference to review the organization of the
environmental administration up to this day and to
lead to the problem solution in the administration
in the future.

3 The method

| take it up from 1971 to 2007 every three years
and clarifies the transition. And | investigate some
the features by the document, hearing, E-mail to the
person in charge.

Yukiyo Kanetsuki  Kagawa Laboratory

4  The result

It became as shown in the following Figure 1
about the transition of the division type.

There is a department type that appears newly
after 1998. | did an additional investigation about
some of them.

As for a new department type that appeared after
1998, the installation details are various according
to the fact in the region. The purpose was used to
do the overall development from the aspect of
multiple functions. Reorganizing, the dissenting
opinion  from sides integrated with an
environmental section is remarkable. The content is
"Forestry is an occupation, and the forestry
promotion is disregarded” and "Support to the
agriculture, forestry and fisheries industry becomes
weak." etc. And the jurisdiction is discussed of the
decentralization of forestry and the drainage
section, etc.

5. The proposal

Reorganization is deeply related to the facts of
various places. About the environment division
bureau, there are some relations with all
departments, and when reorganizing, integration
with various departments can be examined.
Therefore, it seems one of the divisions that the
change is extreme by integration with another
division. The aspect of reorganization of the
environment division bureau to strengthen the
environment policy is not general. It can be said
that it is because it is not a large organization yet.

Crossed policy is important, but how is it checked
and evaluated. And it is thought that the aspect of
consideration of the site from the decentralization
of the section by reorganization from which the
inconvenience can be caused is necessary.

Independent Environment division type

1971 Medical division type

Three major main current period

Planning division type

Independent environment division type

1974-1977 Medical division type Three major main current period
Life Environment division type
1980-1995 Medical division type One major main current period
Conversion period
1998-2007 Conversion period One major main current period

Life Environment division type

Figure 1

Transition of environment division bureau in administrative divisions from 1971 to 2007
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